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vision of his ultimate goal as to overlook details. The
solution of the so-called Negro problem in America, he felt,
is to be found along these lines: As his people have more
and more opportunity for training and become better and
better trained they become more and more self-sufficient.
They are developing their own carpenters, masons, black-
smiths, farmers, merchants, and bankers as well as law-
yers, teachers, preachers, and physicians. These trained
people naturally, for the most part, serve their own race,
and to them the members of the race naturally turn for
the service that each is equipped to render. As they
acquire wealth, education, and cultivation, the persons
possessing these advantages naturally intermingle socially
and build up a society from which the rough, ignorant, and
uncouth of their own race are as inevitably excluded as are
such persons from all polite social intercourse of whatever
people. These Negroes of education and cultivation no
more desire to force themselves into the society of the
other race than do any persons of real education and
cultivation desire to go where they are not wanted. As
the race increases in wealth and culture it becomes more
and more easy and natural for its successful members to
satisfy their social desires and ambitions in their own
society. Already in the centres of Negro prosperity and
culture it would be almost, if not quite, as impossible for
a white man to be received into the best Negro society as
it would for a Negro to be received into the best white
society. This growing independence and self-sufficiency
in the trades, the professions, and social intercourse leads
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